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SMALLER  RHODES IAN  TOBACCO 
CROP  FORECAST  IN  1957 

Total  tobacco  production  in  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasa- 
land  is  forecast  at  185  million  pounds  in  1957 ,  2h  million  lower  than 
in  1956.    Practically  all  of  the  decline  occurred  in  flue-cured  which 
is  expected  to  total  15^  million  pounds,  about  lh  percent  below  1956 
production.    Burley,  dark  sun-cured  and  dark  fire-cured  crops  are  ex- 
pected to  be  slightly  smaller  than  in  1956.    Oriental,  however,  is 
expected  to  increase  significantly  because  the  number  of  growers  has 
doubled. 

Total  acreage  increased  slightly,  from  260  thousand  acres  in  1956 
to  an  estimated  26h  thousand  for  the  1957  harvest.  Much  of  the  in- 
creased acreage  is  reportedly  devoted  to  Oriental  tobacco  with  some 
increase  in  dark  fire-cured.  Acreages  are  expected  to  be  near  1956 
levels  for  most  other  types.  The  decline  in  production,  especially 
in  flue-cured,  is  a  result  of  lower  yields. 

Grower  evaluation  of  the  weakness  in  flue-cured  prices  during  the 
1956  auctions  places  much  of  the  blame  on  the  record  size  of  the  crop. 
The  weather  was  considered  responsible  to  some  extent  for  the  lower 
quality.    However,  responsibility  for  most  quality  loss  was  believed 
due  to  the  farmers  inability  to  handle  the  crop  properly  with  the 
available  labor,  barn  space  and  other  facilities. 


MEXICO  EXPECTS  LARGER 
1956-57  TOBACCO  CROP 

The  1956-57  tobacco  crop  in  Mexico  is  reportedly  forecast  at 
83.7  million  pounds,  17.7  million  larger  than  the  1955-56  crop  but 
5  percent  below  the  195^-55  record  crop  of  88.2  million.    This  pre- 
liminary forecast  is  based  on  contracts  between  the  producers  and  the 
tobacco  buying  agency  (Tabaco  en  Rama  S.  A.),  which  handles  about  80 
percent  of  the  domestic  leaf  production.    This  agency  has  increased 
contracts  for  the  1956-57  crop  -  5  percent  for  bright  tobacco  and  50 
percent  for  dark  types  over  the  1955-56  contracts.    Producers  of 
bright  types  are  reportedly  expected  to  exceed  their  contracts  by 
about  10  percent.    Acreage  of  dark  type  has  been  increased  as  much  as 
possible  to  meet  the  strong  demand  for  this  type  of  leaf. 

Flue-cured  production  is  estimated  at  k.O  million  pounds  from 
^-,200  acres,  compared  with  the  1955-56  harvest  of  3.3  million  from 
3,^59  acres.    A  slight  increase  in  Burley  and  other  light  types  is  also 
expected.    However,  production  and  acreage  of  the  above  types  is  below 
the  195^-55  levels.    Production  of  dark  air-cured  at  35.3  million 
pounds  from  kkfk'jQ  acres  is  66  and  9  percent,  respectively,  above  the 
two  preceding  crops  of  21.3  and  32. k  million  pounds. 
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BURMA'S  PRODUCTION  OF  FLUE -CURED 
EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  IN  1957 

Production  of  flue-cured  tobacco  in  Burma  is  forecast  at  2.6 
million  pounds  in  1957 ,  compared  with  1.7  million  in  1956. 
Nearly  all  of  this  leaf  will  be  used  by  the  domestic  cigarette 
industry.    Cigarette  output  dropped  sharply  in  the  last  half  of 
1955  and  the  first  of  1956  as  the  result  of  increased  excise  taxes. 
In  September  1956,  however,  tobacco  import  duties  were  raised  and 
cigarette  excise  taxes  lowered  substantially,  allowing  a  reduction  of 
the  retail  cigarette  price  of  20  to  kO  percent.    Cigarette  consump- 
tion increased  rapidly  and  1957  output  is  forecast  at  ^4-00  million 
pieces,  compared  with  an  estimated  300  million  in  1956. 

The  revision  in  tobacco  taxes  has  not  only  favored  an  in- 
crease in  cigarette  consumption  but  will  also  encourage  domestic 
flue-cured  production.    Increased  cost  of  imported  leaf  should  raise, 
to  some  extent,  the  prices  paid  Burmese  farmers  for  saleable  grades 
of  flue-cured.    However,  production  problems  are  complex.  Therefore 
it  is  improbable  that  enough  useable  domestic  leaf  will  be  produced 
in  the  near  future  to  supply  the  rapidly  increasing  demand  for 
cigarettes. 

U.  S.  tobacco,  sold  under  Public  Law  U80,  has  been  well  received 
by  manufacturers;  which  should  entitle  it  to  favorable  consideration 
for  supplying  increased  demands  that  cannot  be  met  by  domestic 
production.    Demand  for  U.  S.  leaf  is  expected  to  be  especially 
strong  to  meet  requirements  for  the  manufacture  of  high  grade 
cigarettes  which  cannot  be  produced  entirely  of  domestic  leaf. 


MALAYAN  LEAF  TOBACCO 
TRADE  DOWN 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  Malaya  (Colony  of 
Singapore  and  Federation  of  Malaya)  in  the  first  6-months  of  1956, 
totaling  953*000  pounds,  were  about  15  percent  below  the  January- 
June  1955  level  of  1,117,000  pounds.    Most  of  the  decline  occurred 
in  reduced  takings  from  the  United  States,  Southern  Rhodesia  and 
India,  while  imports  from  Communist  China  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  were  stepped-up.    Imports  from  the  United  States  declined 
about  .2  million  pounds  from  the  January -June  1955  level  of  .6 
million. 

Malayan  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  mainly  re-exports, 
during  J"anuary-June  1956  totaled  U89,000  pounds,  compared  with 
636,000  pounds  during  the  comparable  period  of  1955*    The  decline 
occurred  in  reduced  shipments  to  Burma,  the  principal  market,  while 
exports  to  Hong  Kong  and  Macao  increased. 
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GOLD  COAST  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  DOWN 

Total  imports  of  tobacco,  leaf  and  products,  into  the  Gold 
Coast  during  the  first  8-months  of  1956,  totaling  2.2h  million 
pounds,  were  about  7  percent  below  the  January-August  1955  level. 
Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  principally  from  the  United  States 
in..the-form-of -^lack-Eat,._totaled  710,200  pounds,  compared  with 
751,^+00  pounds  last  year.    Cigarette  imports,  principally  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  at  1.3  million  pounds,  were  about  13  percent  below 
the  January -August  1955  period  of  1.5  million.    Imports  of  cigars 
and  cheroots,  mainly  from  the  Netherlands  and  the  United  Kingdom 
were  also  below  the  January-August  1955  period,  while  combined 
imports  of  other  manufactured  products,  principally  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Nigeria,  were  about  one-third  larger  than  for  the 
comparable  period  last  year. 


EL  SALVADOR'S  CIGARETTE 
OUTPUT  UP  16  PERCENT 

Cigarette  output  in  El  Salvador  during  the  first  8-months  of 
1956  (totaling  587  million  pieces)  was  about  16  percent  larger 
than  the  January-August  1955  level  of  507  million.    The  monthly 
average  output  was  also  about  9  percent  above  the  1953  record  high 
of  67  million. 


CANADA'S  JULY -JANUARY  WHEAT  AND 

FLOUR  EXPORTS  PLACED  AT  iQh  MILLION  BUSHELS 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  7 -month  period 
-ending  January  31,  1957  are  estimated  at  l8U  million  bushels  compared 
with  3A1. 2  million  bushels  during  the  corresponding  period  a  year 
ago.    The  1956-57  total  includes  official  customs  returns  for 
July -November  and  estimates,  based  on  clearances  for  export,  for 
December  and  January. 

Official  customs  returns  showing  export  destinations  are 
available  only  for  the  5 -month  period  ending  November  30.  Add- 
ing the  December  1956  exports  reported  by  the  Canadian  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners  indicates  that  the  quantities  in  millions  of 
bushels  taken  by  the  12  principal  foreign  outlets  during  the  first 
half  (July-December)  of  the  season,  compared  with  those  taken 
during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier  (shown  in  parentheses),  were 
as  follows:    United  Kingdom,  55.5  (U7.2);  West  Germany,  26.0 
(10.10;  Japan,  20.0  (l6.2);  Belgium,  8.3  (6.5);  Netherlands,  7.6 
(2.5);  Switzerland  5.7  (2.2);  Czechoslovakia  h.h  (none);  Russia, 
h.l  (none);  Phillipines,  3.0  (2.7);  Poland,  2.6  (2.k);  Peru  2.5 
(0.2);  and  Venezuela,  1.9  (2.0). 
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Canada's  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  stated  periods 


Destinatioa 


July-November  1955 


July-November  1956 


Wheat  .    Flour  .    Total  "  Wheat 


Flour 


Total 


C Thousands  of  bushels,  grain  equivalent) 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

United  States..  :  2,287 

Central  America  :  k9 

British  West  Indies.*.:  Ill 

Cuba  :  228 

Colombia.  •  •••••: 

Venezuela  .....:  50 

Ecuador  :  5U3 

Peru...  :  209 

Others  :  2 

Total  :  3,382 

• 

Europe  : 

Norway  :  1,797 

United  Kingdom  :  35,636 

Ireland  :  1,211 

Netherlands  :  2,U82 

Belgium-Luxembourg . • • . :  6, 179 

France  ••  ••: 

West  Germany  •••:  8,855 

Austria  :  1,739 

Czechoslovakia  : 

Switzerland  . . . . :  1,  U97 

Poland  :  1,53U 

Russia  •••••: 

Italy  :  1,323 

Others  :  1,037 

Total  :  63,290 

Asia  : 

Philippines  : 

Hong  Kong  :  205 

Japan  :  1U,001 

Others  :  779 

Total  :  1U,985 

s 

Africa  : 
British  West  Africa...: 

Union  of  South  Africa.:  1,678 

Others  :  16U 

Total  :  1,81*2 

Oceania  •  •  I 

World  total  »  :  83,U99 
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2,613 
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1,623 
U8 
9 
1 

"35 

218 

2,13li 
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1,797 
39,753 
1,211 
2,1*82 
6,201* 

9,062 
1,739 

1,U97 
1,53a 

l,a37 
l,ia5 
67,861 


2,136 
a36 
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6a 
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i,a7i 

21,626 
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2,599 

a,  127 
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U02 


60a 

611 

2,202 
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78 
1,385 

11 

675 


2,227 
659 
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78 
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677 


5,?as :  $>m 


5,a3o 

"  a 
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213 
17,522 
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i,a5o 

1,526 


llo;i56 


2,6a9 

a78 
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CUBA  SELLS  110  MILLION  GALLONS 
CF  1957  BLACKSTRAP  MOLASSES 


On  February  7,  1957,  the  Molasses  Sales  Committee  of  the 
Cuban  Sugar  Stabilization  Institute  sold  110,000,000  gallons  of 
1957  crop  blackstrap  molasses  for  20  cents  a  gallon,  f.o.b., 
Cuban  Port. 


The  number  of  gallons  sold  were  divided  as  follows : 


Southwestern  Molasses  Company  (Kaplan)  30,000,000 

Houston  Molasses  Company  8,000,000 

United  Molasses  Company  20,000,000 

Julio  Lobo  1^,000,000 

Luis  Mendoza  &  Company  k, 000, 000 
Cuban  Trading  Co.,  including 
Standard  Molasses  Brands  and 

Golodetz  (General  Molasses)  22,000,000 

Colonial  Sugars  2,000,000 

Loeffler  2,000,000 

Cargo  Carrier  Company  h, 000, 000 

Savannah  2,000,000 

Lamborn  &  Company  2,000,000 

Total  110,000,000 


Apparently,  sales  were  made  only  to  those  companies  which 
supply  the  feed  trade.    The  sale  for  export  of  the  110,000,000 
gallons  from  the  1957  crop  leaves  a  supply  of  blackstrap  in  Cuba 
during  the  year  of  about  1^0,000,000  gallons.    The  lack  of  surplus 
sugarcane  in  1957precludes  the  production  of  hi-test  molasses  this 
year.    In  1956,  111,213,3^-6  gallons  were  produced. 


Other  conditions  of  the  sale  are: 


(1)  The  price  is  based  on^52  percent  sugar  content  per  gallon 

(2)  On  deliveries  after  July  31 >  1951 }  the  price  is  increased 
l/h  cent  per  gallon  for  the  first  month  and  thereafter 
l/2  cent  per  gallon  per  month  until  December  31,  1957; 
when  any  unshipped  balance  is  considered  canceled. 

(3)  Besides  the  net  price  of  20  cents  per  gallon,  a  sales 
tax  of  2.75  percent  is  assessed. 
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PEPPER  PRODUCTION 
INCREASES  IN  BRAZIL 


Production  of  pepper  as  a  commercial  crop  began  in  Brazil 
about  19^-8.    The  progress  during  the  past  decade  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  presence  of  a  potential  export  market. 
High  domestic  prices,  brought  about  by  import  exchange  controls 
and  a  sure  market  for  at  least  one  thousand  tons  of  black 
pepper,  also  helped  the  early  expansion  of  the  crop. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  Brazil  has  made  a  pre- 
liminary estimate  of  pepper  production  for  1956  of  1,368 
metric  tons.    Other  sources  have  estimated  the  production  for 
Para  alone  at  1,500  tons,  and  are  forecasting  a  crop  of 
about  2,300  tons  fro  1957.    If  this  production  is  realized, 
Brazil  will  probably  be  in  a  postion  to  export  a  thousand  tons 
or  more. 


Although  Para  is  the  principal  state   producing  black 
pepper,  accounting  for  about  92  percent  of  the  total,  there 
is  also  some  production  in  the  states  of  Paraiba,  Espirito 
Sonto  and  Ceara.    The  harvest  season  extends  from  August  to 
December. 


U.  S.  TEA  IMPORTS 

OFF  3-5  PERCENT  FROM  1955 

United  States  imports  of  tea  in  1956  totaled  101,691,585 
pounds,  a  decrease  of  3-5  percent  below  1955  and  12.1  percent 
below  the  peak  year  of  195^+  when  115,718,908  was  imported 
into  this  country,  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  Tea 
Examiner  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Board.    Ceylon  furnished  ^2.1 
percent,  India  31 •!  percent  and  Indonesia  12.2  percent. 
Green  tea  imports  were  up  1,228,897  pounds  over  1955  with  a 
total  3,100,332  pounds. 


1956  imports  were  valued  for  the  first  10  months  at 
$^2,319>69^  or  an  average  of  $.^97  per  pound.    This  is  a  de- 
crease of  $.121  below  the  average  price  for  1955» 
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WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE  IN  1956-57  MAY  EXCEED 
THE  PREVIOUS  RECORD  OF  1951-52 

World  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  in  1956-57  will  likely  exceed 
the  level  of  1955-56  and  may  be  above  the  record  1,066  million  bush- 
els exported  in  1951-52.    The  injrease  expected  this  year  is  due  to 
a  number  of  unusual  factors.    The  severe  damage  in  the  winter  of 
1956  in  Northern  Europe  reduced  production  in  this  area  15  percent 
below  195^-55 .    Unfavorable  weather  during  harvest  also  contributed 
to  reduced  yields  in  this  area  and  lowered  the  quality  of  the  crop. 
Some  countries  in  other  areas  also  suffered  natural  disasters,  in- 
creasing their  needs  for  imported  wheat  this  year.    The  blocking 
of  the  Suez  Canal  and  the  general  unrest  in  the  Middle  East  resulted 
in  a  tendency  in  some  countries  to  build  reserve  stocks. 

There  are  other  factors  also  which  are  important  this  year, 
but  these  will  be  effective  in  other  years  as  well.    For  example, 
here  at  home,  special  export  programs  will  raise  U.S.  exports  to 
the  highest  level  since  1951-52.    A  further  indication  of  in- 
creased world  exports  is  the  return  of  Russia  as  an  important 
shipper.    Russia  has  entered  into  agreements  to  supply  large 
quantities  of  wheat  to  countries  in  Eastern  Europe  and  a  sizeable 
amount  to  Egypt,  in  addition  to  normal  exports  to  some  of  the 
Western  European  countries.    Fulfillment  of  these  commitments  would 
much  more  than  offset  the  declines  in  exports  from  France  and  Turkey. 
Shipments  to  date  from  Russia  are  well  ahead  of  a  year  ago. 

As  a  further  indication  pointing  to  an  increase  in  world 
wheat  trade  this  year,  Canadian  and  Australian  shipments  through 
January  are  higher  than  a  year  ago  --  more  than  offsetting  small- 
er exports  from  the  Argentine.    The  recent  wheat  harvest  in 
Argentina  will,  however,  provide  increased  availabilities  for 
export  from  that  country  during  the  balance  of  the  marketing 
year.    In  the  United  States,  exports  through  January  reached 
nearly  300  million  bushels,  approximately  double  the  total  for 
the  first  7  months  of  the  1955-56  year. 

The  estimate  of  world  wheat  exports  in  1955-56  has  been 
revised  to  l,OkO  million  bushels,  over  7  percent  above  the  195^- 
55  level  and  only  about  2  percent  below  the  1951-52  record. 


ARGENTINE  EXPORTS  OF 
HIDES  INCREASE  IN  1956 

Exports  of  hides  from  Argentina  increased  from  367  million 
pounds  in  1955  to  it- 52  million  pounds  in  I956.    The  value  of  hides 
shipped  in  1955  was  $5^  million  as  compared  with  $63  million  in  1956. 
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DECEMBER  EXPORTS  OF  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS 
AT  RECOPJ  LEVELS 

December  shipments  of  grass  and.  legume  seeds  reached  record  levels 
with  alfalfa  seed  constituting  nearly  half  of  the  total  exports.  There 
were  no  shipments  of  orchard  grass  seed  and  those  of  alsike  were  very 
small  indicating  short  supplies  of  these  two  items, 

France,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  and  Canada  received  the 
largest  shipments  with  France  taking  2.3  million  pounds  of  alfalfa  seed. 
Chile  received  more  than  half  a  million  pounds  of  alfalfa  seed  and  575 
thousand  pounds  of  "other  clovers"  were  shipped  to' Japan. 

Grass  and  Legume  Seeds:    U.S.  exports,  December  1956, 

with  comparisons 


•  •  • 

J  December  I  July  1,  195  5 ,  .'July  1,  1956 

Kind  of  Seed        j  ;  j       to  to 

J       1955       j       1956       jDec.  31,  l955:*Dec  31,  1956 


1,000  pounds 


Alfalfa   1,056  :  ^,338  :  3,529  :  7,339 

Alsike  :  0  :  260  :  58  :  ^31 

Other  clovers  :  282  :  1,515  :  1,037  :  3,983 

Fescue  :  108  :  27^  :  ^20  :  2,133 

Kentucky  Bluegrass.:  50  :  71  :  217  :  282 

Or  ohardgrass  :  0  0  :  36  :  7 

Redtop  :  177  :  198  :  387  :  372 

Timothy  :  202  :  392  :  555  :  983 

Grasses,  Other   787  :  2,755  ;  2,6o6  :  6,68l 


Total  ;      2,662        :      9,803        :      8,8^5  :    22, 211 


AUSTRALIAN  PRODUCTION  SUBTERRANEAN 
CLOVER  SEED  DOWN 

Subterranean  clover  seed  production  in  South  and  West  Australia  States 
is  indicated  to  be  substantially  lower  than  a  year  ago,  especially  of  certi- 
fied seed.    Based  on  these  preliminary  State  reports,  expected  production 
for  the  country  may  be  no  more  than  75  percent  of  the  11,160  thousand  pounds 
produced  last  year. 

Certified  seed  production  in  South  Australia  is  estimated  at  896  thousand 
pounds  as  compared  to  1,792  thousand  pounds  in  1955-56.    West  Australia  reports 
requests  for  certification  received  from  only  85O  properties  as  compared  with 
1,200  a  year  ago.    This  reduction  follows  an  over-production  and  resultant  low 
prices  for  Dwalganup  and  Yarloop  seed  last  season.    New  South  Wales  production 
is  expected  to  equal  the  3,808  thousand  pounds  produced  last  year. 
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EAST  GERMANY  ENCOURAGES 
BEEF  PRODUCTION 

To  encourage  beef  production  the  Government  of  East  Germany  sharply 
increased  prices  of  slaughter  cattle  on  January  1,  1957.    Beef  deliveries 
were  being  held  down  by  extremely  high  prices  for  milk  a  shortage  offeed, 
and  competition  by  hogs  for  available  feed  and  other  production  resources. 
East  Germany  has  8  or  9  million  head  of  hogs,  around  k  million  head  of 
cattle  and  2  million  sheep. 

According  to  the  German  Democratic  Republic,  cattle  numbers  declined 
from  3,936,000  head  in  1952  to  3,759,000  in  1955-    But  the  number  of  cows 
(milk  and  beef)  increased  steadily  from  1,806,000  head  in  1951  to  2,100,000 
in  1955.    The  quantity  of  beef  reaching  the  market  was  reported  to  be  829 
million  pounds  in  1953  hut  declined  to  750  million  in  1955 • 

The  new  price  schedule  applies  for  deliveries  by  cooperative  farms. 
The  increase  for  grade  A  cows  was  from  168  to  220  East  German  Marks  per 
kilo  (equivalent  to  $20. ho  to  $26.70  per  100  pounds,  16.5  East  D.M.=|l.00). 
For  grade  D  cows  the  increase  was  from  66  to  120  East  Marks  ($8.00  to  $1^,50). 
Somewhat  corresponding  increases  were  granted  for  heifers  and  other  grades 
of  cows.    There  is  a  slight  price  premium  for  heifers  over  cows. 

Under  the  communist  system,  the  cooperative  farms  are  obligated  to 
turn  over  specified  quantities  of  their  produce  to  the  government  at  fixed 
prices.    Only  after  the  required  deliveries  have  been  made  can  the  co- 
operative farms  sell  produce  through  the  "free  market"  at  the  higher  "free" 
prices.    The  increased  cost  of  beef  apparently  is  to  be  borne  by  the  govern- 
ment as  consumers  have  been  assured  there  will  be  no  increase  in  retail  prices. 


EAST  GERMANY: 


Number  of  cattle  on  farms  and  beef 
marketed,  1951-55 


Number  of  farms 


Year 


SBeef  Marketed  1/ 


All  cattle 

Cows 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

Head  ; 

Head 

:  Pounds 

3,600  ; 

1,900 

3,808  s 

1,806 

:  617 

3,936  : 

1,993  : 

:  778 

3,796  : 

2,018  : 

829 

3,793  : 

2,050  : 

752 

3,759  : 

2,100  ; 

750 

1935-38  average  I 

1951  : 

IL^^)2  0  oo»«oe«»eo«oooo*ee«oo0 

1955  


Statistical  Yearbook  of  German  Democratic  Repiiblic 
l/    Probably  live  weight. 
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ARGENTINA  TO  SHIP 
BEEF  TO  PERU 

The  Argentine  Meat  Producers  Corporation  (CAP)  recently 
announced  that  it  had  been  authorized  to  export  frozen  lean 
"beef  to  Peru.    The  trade  will  he  conducted  through  commercial 
channels  and  is  expected  to  total  6  million  pounds  per  year. 
Present  plans  call  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  meat  to 
be  handled  by  the  national  packing  plant  at  Callao,  Peru,  where 
CAP  is  supervising  the  construction  of  cold  storage  facilities. 
These  facilities  are  to  be  completed  in  18  to  20  months.  Dis- 
tribution will  be  handled  by  an  association  of  the  Peruvian 
Government  and  CAP. 

Shipments  are  expected  to  average  900,000  pounds  a  month 
from  October  through  March  and  about  100,000  for  the  next  6 
months . 

The  price  has  been  fixed  at  $15  per  100  pounds  which  is 
considerably  above  the  fixed  price  in  Buenos  Aires.  Meat 
prices  are  fixed  in  Argentina  to  allow  a  high  per  capita  con- 
sumption which  averaged  187  pounds  in  1955* 

Peru  has  been  suffering  from  droughts  during  the  past  two 
years,  resulting  in  considerable  slaughter  of  stock.  Conse- 
quently, meat  supplies  are  short  and  considerable  quantities  of 
meat  and  livestock  have  been  imported. 


NEW  ZEALAND'S  EXPORT 
FACILITIES  INADEQUATE 

Inadequate  railroad  and  highway  facilities  to  ports  in 
New  Zealand  have  become  a  bottle  neck  hampering  the  country's 
fast  growing  overseas  trade,  according  to  trade  sources.  The 
lack  of  adequate  facilities  extends  the  meat  export  season 
until  shipments  to  England  and  the  Continent  conflict  with 
increasing  home  slaughter,  resulting  in  large  losses  to  New 
Zealand  producers. 

New  Zealand' s  port  and  transport  facilities  are  adequate 
for  loading  only  13  or  1^+  refrigerated  ships  per  month. 
Aukland's  rail  facilities  limit  loading  to  3  ships  at  a  time. 
In  all  of  the  South  Island,  loading  is  limited  to  about  3  or 
32  vessels  at  a  time.    According  to  the  same  source  there  is 
a  shortage  of  refrigerated  railroad  cars. 

New  Zealand  has  good  harbors,  good  berths  and  good  wharf 
sheds,  but  these  facilities  will  not  meet  the  country's  require- 
ments if  the  road  and  railroad  access  facilities  are  not  improved 
and  expanded. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 
PRICES  UNEVEN 

Approximately  1*7,000  bales  of  wool  were  sold  at  auction  in  Wellington 
on  January  30  and  February  1. 

Most  of  the  selection  was  of  good  average  topmaking  type.    Good  wools 
were  only  in  fair  supply  due  to  discoloration  and  cott  resulting  from  the 
wet  spring.    Demand  continued  strong  for  good  style  wools  but  weaker  for 
the  coarser  qualities. 

Buying  was  fairly  widespread  with  the  Continent  dominant.    U.  S.  demand 

was  concentrated  on  felt  and  coarse  crossbred  wools 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  prices  in  cents  per  pound,  greasy  basis, 
for  selected  description. 


Description 

:  Type 

I  Dunedin 

;  10/2U/56 

',  Napier 

;  1/25/57 

\  Wellington 

:  2/1/57 

Extra  fine  Crossbred.. 

:  93B  50/56 's 

I       6k  j 

:       72  I 

73 

100B  50* s 
llkB  ^6/50' s: 
128b  ^6/U8's' 

:        62  : 

i        68  \ 

\  67 

:  65 
i  61+ 

I        62  j 

:        66  | 

:        61  j 

66  j 

Source:    New  Zealand  Wool  Commission. 


AUSTPALIA  SHIPPING 
MORE  WOOL 

Exports  of  raw  wool  from  Australia  during  July -December  totaled  580 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  567  million  during  the  same  period  in  1955. 

Shipments  to  Japan,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy  have  increased  sub- 
stantially this  season  while  exports  to  U.  S.  and  France  have  declined.  Of 
the  total  wool  shipped  during  the  first  half  of  the  1956-57  season  (July-June), 
538  million  pounds  was  greasy  wool  valued  at  $387  million,  26  percent  above 
the  previous  season.    The  sharp  rise  in  value  is  a  result  of  higher  wool 
prices  and  a  larger  volume  of  shipments. 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 
SLIGHTLY  HIGHER 

Auctions  were  held  during  the  week  ending  February  1  at  Newcastle, 
Goulburn  and  Geelong.    A  total  of  90,000  bales  was  offered  with  practically 
complete  clearance.    In  general  the  wool  offered  was  of  good  quality  and 
included  a  fairly  large  proportion  of  choice  spinners'  types.    The  market 
continued  strong  at  all  auctions  with  Europe  and  Japan  the  dominant  buyers. 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 


Wool  Prices:    Average  raw  wool  coats,  clean  basis,  on  Australian  auction 

floors,  by  quality  classification. 

(Current  prices  with  comparisons) 


Week  Ended 


Type  and  Grade  *  „  ^  .  ^ 

J  :      n  oq  cV         :      o  n  c7  :        Year  Ago 

.      l-25-5T        .      2-1-57  2-3-56 


U.  S.  Dollars  per  Pound 


Combing  Wools  : 

70' s  Good  :  1.67  :  1.69  :  I.31 

Average  :  1.6l  :  1.62  :  1.23 

Good  :  1.51  :  1.53  :  1.15 

Average  :  1.^7  :  i.k-9  :  1.11 

6o«s  Good  :  1.37  :  1.39  :i/  1.01 

Average  :  1.33  :  1.35  :  1.00 

58' s  Good  :  1.26  :  1.27  :1/  .95 

Average  :  1.21  :  1.21  :l/  .92 

56' s  Good  :  1.15  :  1.15  :i/  .89 

Average  :  l.ll  :  i.n  :i/  .88 

50' s  Good  :  1.00  :  1.01  :l/  .81 

Average  :  .97  .  .98  :I/  .80 

•  •  • 

*  • 

Carding  Wools  :  :  . 

Merino  :  .93  .  .9^  .'  >78 

Comeback  :  .85  :  .85  :l/  .72 

Fine  Crossbred  :  .80  :  .80  :l/  .68 

Medium  Crossbred  :  .78  :  .78  ;l/  .67 


Source;  Wool  Statistical  Service  Australian  Wool  Bureau, 
l/    Nominal . 
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LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS  IN 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES  INCREASE 

Although  total  livestock  numbers  in  England  and  Wales  showed  a  slight 
drop  from  December  1955  to  December  1956,  figures  published  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  indicate  that  numbers  should  rise  in  1957*    The  number  of 
beef  cattle  kept  for  fattening  at  the  end  of  the  year  has  fallen  k  per- 
cent from  the  high  level  of  1955 ,  and  the  number  of  beef  cows  in  calf  has 
risen  6  percent.    Total  cattle  numbers  (including  dairy  animals)  fell  off 
slightly  from  the  1955  level  but  are  still  above  the  postwar  average. 

Hog  numbers  are  also  high,  and  a  rise  during  1957  is  anticipated, 
while  year  end  hog  numbers  changed  little  from  1955  to  1956.    The  number 
of  bred  sows  rose  h  percent.    Pork,  bacon  and  ham  are  increasing  in 
popularity  in  the  U.  K,  and  accounted  for  3^-  percent  of  the  total  meat 
consumed  during  1955.    Pork  production  made  up  31  percent  of  the  meat  con- 
sumption during  the  prewar  period.    While  sheep  showed  a  similar  drop  in 
total  year  end  numbers  from  1955  to  1956,  here  too,  the  number  of  breeding 
animals  has  risen  indicating  a  rise  in  total  numbers  during  1957* 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES:  Livestock  numbers  December  1952-56 
 (1,000* s  of  head)  


Item 

:  1952 

1  1953 

!  195^ 

1  1955 

:  1956 

:  7,859 

8,001 

!  8,2^5 

!  8,169 

,  •  ^,158 

^,623  : 

5,555  : 

^,867 

■  M91 

11,516  : 

11,006  ; 

11,315  : 

11,310 

The  U.  K.  has  encouraged  domestic  livestock  production,  through  the 
use  of  special  payments,  to  save  foreign  exchange  and  maintain  soil  fertility. 
The  high  supports  have  resulted  in  unusually  high  levels  of  meat  production 
in  the  country.    However,  an  increasing  standard  of  living  and  a  growing 
population  have  caused  a  large  rise  in  total  consumption  with  consequent 
large  imports  of  meat. 


FRANCE  PLANS  TO 
INCREASE  LIVESTOCK 

The  Third  Modernization  Plan  in  France  for  Agriculture  plans  to  in- 
crease livestock  population  in  the  next  four  years  as  follows:    Calves  25 
percent]  hogs  12  percent;  and  sheep  35  percent. 

Under  this  plan,  the  French  hope  to  meet  a  growing  domestic  demand 
and  also  to  partially  satisfy  the  import  needs  of  the  neighboring  countries, 
which  may  join  in  establishing  the  common  market. 


February  25,  1957         Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


17 


ARGENTINE  MARKETING  OF  CATTLE  IN  1956 
SUBSTANTIALLY  LARGER  THAN  IN  1955 

Argentine  cattle  shipments  to  slaughter  houses  in  1956  were  50 
percent  above  1955.    Hog  shipments  in  1956  were  TO  percent  over  1955; 
and  the  second  largest  in  the  past  10  years.    Sheep  shipments  were  2 
percent  over  1955 ,  and  the  third  highest  in  the  past  10  years. 

In  spite  of  the  increased  cattle  shipments,  the  cattle  popula- 
tion at  the  end  of  1956  was  8  percent  over  the  June  1956  census. 
The  sheep  population  for  the  same  period  increased  8  percent. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TO  PROMOTE 
MEAT  SALES  BY  TV 

The  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers'  Board  is  planning  to  use  tele- 
vision, for  the  first  time,  in  promoting  meat  sales  in  London  and 
other  cities  of  the  United  Kingdom.    Both  3°  and  15  second  com- 
mercials are  planned. 


CITRUS  SITUATION 
IN  NORTH  AFRICA 

Total  citrus  shipments  from  Morocco  through  January  27  were 
2,803,000  boxes  with  1,165,000  boxes  going  to  foreign  countries.  Last 
season's  totals  for  the  comparable  period  were  2,if25,000  and  598,000 
boxes,  respectively.    Through  February  3*  Algeria  shipped  a  total  of 
ij-, 000, 000  boxes  vs  4,755^000  boxes  last  year.    Movement  to  foreign 
countries  during  this  period  was  125,000  boxes  compared  to  last 
year's  17,3°0  boxes. 

Bad  weather  has  hindered  picking  in  some  areas,  particularly 
Morocco.    Tangerine  marketing  is  now  virtually  complete  in  all  areas 
with  remaining  fruit  too  small  for  export.    Trade  sources  now  estimate 
that  a  total  of  1,606,000  boxes  of  tangerines  was  exported,  which  is 
31,500  boxes  above  the  amount  estimated  to  be  available  at  the  start 
of  the  season. 

Blood  orange  marketing  has  started  and  volume  movement  is  now 
getting  underway  in  Morocco  with  total  supply  now  estimated  at  nearly 
310,000  boxes  of  which  about  ^0  percent  will  be  exported  to  foreign 
markets . 

Shipments  of  mandarines  from  Algeria  have  declined  and  trade 
sources  now  estimate  that  total  movement  may  not  exceed  850,000 
boxes.    Earlier  forecasts  were  for  a  total  of  about  1,130,000  boxes. 
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CHILEAN  ONION  CROP 
AND  EXPORT  OUTLOOK 

Recent  dry  weather  in  Chile  has  caused  a  decrease  in  anticipated 
onion  yields  and  thus  a  2.3  percent  decrease  in  overall  production  is 
estimated  despite  a  3»5  percent  increase  in  acreage. 

During  1956,  Chile  exported  322.5  thousand  cwt.  of  onions  vs  356.5 
thousand  the  previous  year,  according  to  official  estimates.    The  United 
Kingdom,  United  States,  and  Canada,  in  that  order,  continued  as  the  most 
important  export  markets. 

Currently,  the  onion  trade  is  very  optimistic  about  the  export  possi- 
bilities of  the  coming  1957  season.    One  prime  factor  in  this  optimism  is 
the  Suez  situation.    Great  Britain  is  already  the  largest  Chilean  customer 
but  has  always  imported  Egyptian  onions  as  well.    Now  with  Egyptian  sup- 
plies cut  off,  the  Chilean  trade  expects  to  be  able  to  increase  shipments 
to  the  U.K.  substantially. 

The  trade  also  expects  to  be  able  to  increase  shipments  to  the  United 
States.    Chile  has  already  shipped  quantities  to  New  York  in  excess  of 
last  year's  total  shipments  to  the  U.S.    However,  most  of  the  movement  is 
marked  for  transshipment  to  Toronto,  Canada,  so  that  supplies  could  be 
moved  out  in  the  event  the  New  York  market  could  not  absorb  all  offerings. 
It  is  too  early  to  tell  how  much  of  this  supply  will  actually  enter 
American  markets. 

European  buyers  prefer  small  size  onions  which  run  150-200  onions  per 
50 -lb.  lot,  while  the  U.S.  trade  prefers  the  larger  3  inch  onion  which  run 
U8-99  Per  50 -lb.  lot.    Consequently,  no  conflict  is  expected  to  develop 
between  these  two  expanding  markets. 

Another  contributing  factor,  is  that  Chilean  authorities  have  recently 
reduced  the  export  surcharge  to  a  point  where  it  will  probably  offset  the 
increased  freight  rates  for  West  Coast  shipping  which  would  otherwise  have 
worked  to  decrease  shipments  to  the  U.S. 


PORTUGUESE  FIG 
ESTIMATE  RAISED 

The  1956  Portuguese  dried  fig  crop  is  now  estimated  at  10,000  short 
tons,  merchantable  quality,  approximately  90  percent  as  large  as  the  1955 
crop  and  the  five-year  average  (19^9"53)«    Earlier  reports  had  indicated 
a  merchantable  pack  of  only  8,000  tons. 

Current  stocks  of  dried  figs  in  Portugal  reportedly  total  about  2,500 
tons.    Recent  price  quotations  are  9i"  cents  per  pound  for  figs  and  8-§-  cents 
for  fig  paste,  c.i.f.  New  York. 
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RECORD  RAISIN  CROP 
MARKETED  BY  TURKEY 

The  market  for  the  record  1956  Turkish  raisin  crop  has 
continued  to  develop  according  to  the  pattern  noted  in  the 
December  3,  1956  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  which 
described  the  export  market  as  fairly  strong  due  largely  to 
purchases  by  the  Turkish  Government.    It  is  noted,  however, 
that  prices  for  Turkish  raisins  in  foreign  markets  have  been 
slipping  somewhat  as  a  consequence  of  credit  adjustments 
with  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  estimate  of  105,000  short  tons  for  the  1956  Turkish 
raisin  crop  continues  unchanged.    This  contrast  with  the  pre- 
vious season's  short  crop  of  ^,000  tons,  and  a  ^-year  average 
for  19^9-53  amounting  to  7^,000  short  tons. 

Since  export  licenses  have  been  difficult  to  obtain, 
the  role  of  Turkish  private  merchants  in  the  present  raisin 
market  has  been  declining.    As  of  December  31,  1956,  sales 
of  raisins  amounted  to  93>695  short  tons.    Of  this  total, 
71,6SO  tons,  or  76  percent,  have  been  handled  by  the  Taris 
Cooperative,  a  semi -government  organization  engaged  in  price 
stabilizing  activities.    As  of  January  1,  1957;  private 
merchants  have  accounted  for  11,023  short  tons  of  raisin 
exports. 

RAISINS:    Exports  from  Turkey  to  principal 
countries,  1956  crop 


Country  of  destination  *  Aug.  21  -Dec.  31 
 I  1256  

Short  tons 

Austria  :  2,709 

Belgium  :  2,920 

United  Kingdom  :  15 , 286 

Finland  :  1,965 

France  :  2,933 

Netherlands  :  k,  613 

Ireland  :  1,33^ 

Italy  :  5,^73 

Russia  :  1,76^ 

West  Germany  :  ^,2^3 

Other  Countries  :  3,972  


Total  exports  ;  iyj ,212 
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INDIAN  IMPORTS  OF  AFRICAN  CASHEWS  LAG 

Customary  imports  of  cashews  from  Portuguese  and  British  East  Africa 
by  the  Indian  processing  industry  have  been  delayed  by  labor  troubles  and 
the  shortage  of  ship  bottoms  created  by  the  Suez  crisis. 

Shipments  of  raw  seed  cashews  from  African  sources,  which  normally  com- 
mence arriving  in  December,  are  just  beginning  to  appear.    As  of  early 
February,,  but  one  shipload,  consisting  of  Q,k00  short  tons  in  in-shell 
ca shews ,  had  reached  India  though  it  was  reported  that  two  additional 
steamers  were  loading  at  ports  in  British  East  Africa  and  Portuguese  East 
Africa. 

Indian  processors  expect  to  import  a  total  of  80,000  short  tons  of 
cashews  from  Africa  in  1956-57*  °r  about  5  percent  less  than  the  1955-56 
volume.    The  current  East  African  cashew  crop  while  somewhat  larger  than 
its  predecessor  is  considered  of  normal  size  though  slightly  down  in  quality 
from' the  previous  year.    While  the  labor  problems  of  the  Indian  cashew  pro- 
cessing industry  are  still  unresolved,  the  pressure  from  this  unrest  appears 
to  have  abated. 

Shown  below  are  monthly  prices  paid  by  packers  for  raw  nuts,  together 
with  those  received  for  packed  kernels. 


African  Raw  Nuts       :  Kernels  in  25  lb.  tins 
Date                   jDollars  per  short  ton,  :         Cents  per  lb. 
 ;        c.i.f.  Cochin  :         c  &  f,  N.  Y.  


1955  :  : 

August  1  :  1*H  : 

September  1  :  150  : 

October  1  :  133  : 

November  1  :  150  : 

December  1  :  155  : 

1956  :  : 

January  1  :  l6l  :  50 

February  1  :  167  :  1+9 

March  1  ;  167  :  ^7 

April  1  •  170  t  k6 

May  1   :  156  :  1+7 

June  1  ;  156  :  1+7 

July  1   •  155  :  1+8 

August  1  :  159  :  51+ 

September  1   l6k  ?  52 

October  1  :  150  ;  51 

November  1  :  150  :  51/52 

November  23  :  165  ;  51/52 

December  1  :  159  :  52/53 

December  23.....  :  150  :  52/53 

1957  :  : 

January  1   150  ;  52  (Jan. /Feb . 

January  23  :  127  ;  shipment) 
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Previous  estimates  of  the  volume  of  kernels  exported  during  the  1955-56 
season  remain  unchanged  at  1,300,000  cases  of  50  pounds  each.    The  Indian 
trade  expects  the  United  States  and  Canadian  demand  for  Indian  cashews  to 
continue  at  the  same  levels  with  95  percent  of  the  United  States  require- 
ments filled  by  the  Indian  product.    Soviet  Russia  purchased  50,000  cases 
of  cashew  kernels  during  1955-56  and  has  indicated  it  plans  to  step  up 
buying  to  150,000  cases  by  1956-57.    In  addition  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
East  Germany  and  Italy  also  appear  to  be  in  the  market  for  Indian  cashews. 

The  average  price  for  African  raw  nuts  during  the  past  season  was 
$155  per  short  ton,  Cii.f.  Cochin,  while  the  price  received  for  packed 
kernels,  320  size,  was  h$  cents  per  pound,  c  &  f ,  New  York. 

NEW  ZEALAND  FRUIT  SHIPMENTS  NORMAL 

New  Zealand  expects  to  ship  apples  to  Europe  this  year  in  about  the 
same  quantity  as  last  year  when  1,500,000  bushel  boxes  were  shipped.  About 
95  percent  were  shipped  to  Great  Britain  and  the  European  market. 

Pear  exports  also  are  expected  to  be  the  same  as  last  year  when  total 
shipments  were  about  60,000  cases,  all  to  Europe. 

MEASURES  TAKEN  IN  URUGUAY  TO  COUNTERACT  DROUGHT 

The  Government  of  Uruguay  has  taken  several  major  steps  to  help  farmers 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  drought.    Increased  credit  facilities  are 
being  made  available  by  the  Bank  of  the  Republic.    Agriculturists  are  to  get 
future  credits,  even  though  in  arrears  regarding  payments  on  current  loans. 
The  Bank  of  the  Republic  will  not  authorize  wheat  exports  without  first  con- 
sulting the  Ministry  of  Livestock  and  Agriculture  because  of  the  estimated 
36  percent  decrease  in  the  wheat  crop  and  the  current  forage  needs  brought 
on  by  failure  of  the  summer  forage  crop.    Authorization  has  also  been  given  to 
the  Ministry  of  Livestock  and  Agriculture  to  import,  free  of  customs  duties 
and  additional  charges,  such  cereals  and  forage  by-products  as  are  required 
to  ensure  adequate  supplies  of  feedstuff.    In  addition,  the  Bank  of  the 
Republic  has  been  authorized  to  grind  from  its  existing  stock  about  900 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  delivered  to  Conaprole  (dairy  products 
cooperative)  for  its  producers, 

NEW  CHILEAN  LAW  MAY  INCREASE  IMPORTS  OF  U.  S.  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 

Recently,  the  President  of  Chile  was  authorized  to  suspend  or  decrease 
taxes  and  customs  duties  on  the  following  agricultural  products  of  interest  to 
the  United  States  in  accordance  with  domestic  consumption  requirements:  Wheat, 
onions,  edible  greases,  pork  lard,  margarine  and  similar  products,  edible  oil, 
both  crude  and  semi-refined;  and  powdered  milk,  with  or  without  sugar  or 
other  substances  and  all  powdered  food  preparations  containing  milk.  Other 
products  freed  are  coffee,  tea  and  yerba  mate.    This  authorization  may  widen 
import  opportunities  for  North  American  products. 

The  United  States  exported  $12.9  million  of  agricultural  products  to 
Chile  in  1955*    Included  in  these  exports  were  $2.3  million  wheat,  $6.5 
edible  oils,  $1.3  powdered  milk  and  $^  thousand  of  lard. 


22 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  7k,  No.  8 


CUBAN  VEGETABLE  OIL  DEVELOPMENTS 
MAY  AFFECT  MARKET  FOR  U.S.  LARD 

On  January  23,  1957  the  Cuban  Minister  of  the  Treasury  countersigned 
a  decree  authorizing  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  spend  $2^0,000  for 
the  experimentation  and  development  of  vegetable  oil-hearing  plants  and 
olive  groves.    Of  this  amount  $170,000  has  been  assigned  to  the  produc- 
tion of  olives  and  $80,000  to  the  production  of  oil-bearing  crops  such 
as  soybeans  and  peanuts. 

Peanuts  are  the  only  crop  grown  in  Cuba  for  vegetable  oil  produc- 
tion.   At  the  present  time  output  of  peanut  oil  is  only  around  2  million 
pounds  a  year.    Olive  oil  continues  to  be  the  principal  vegetable  oil 
imported  for  cooking  and  salad  dressings.    In  addition,  soybean  and 
cottonseed  oil  are  imported  for  mixing  with  olive  oil.    Coconut  oil  is 
the  most  important  vegetable  oil  imported  for  the  manufacture  of  soap. 
Over  the  years  the  majority  of  Cubans  appear  to  have  had  a  definite 
preference  for  lard  over  vegetable  compounds  for  cooking. 

A  Cuban  processor  of  hydrogenated  vegetable  oils  and  animal  fats 
is  seeking  restoration  of  its  so  called  "new  industry"  benefits  so  that 
it  can  import  lard  and  vegetable  oils  without  paying  duties  and  other 
taxes.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  21,  1956,  p.  703).  Favorable 
consideration  of  the  firm's  position  would  allow  it  to  proceed  with  plans 
to  build  k  additional  processing  plants.    The  firm  has  one  processing 
plant  nearly  completed. 

Normally  Cuba  is  the  largest  foreign  market  for  United  States'  lard. 
The  United  States  enjoys  preferential  treatment  so  that  most  of  Cuba's 
imports  come  from  the  United  States.    Elimination  of  the  preferential 
status  for  this  firm  may  allow  other  foreign  suppliers  to  enter  the 
market.    United  States'  exports  to  Cuba  last  year  totaled  about  163 
million  pounds  and  reached  167  million  in  1955* 

Large  scale  production  of  oil-bearing  crops  in  Cuba  does  not  seem 
possible  in  the  near  future.    Olive  trees  are  slow  in  developing  to  the 
production  stage.    It  remains  to  be  seen  how  successfully  the  output  of 
other  vegetable  oils  will  be  increased  without  additional  governmental 
encouragement. 

CHILEAN  BEAN  EXPORTS 
DOWN  SHARPLY 

Chile  will  export  less  than  ^50,000  bags  of  beans  in  1957  or  kO  percent 
below  normal.    This  is  due  to  reduced  acreage  and  unfavorable  weather  which 
has  been  described  as  the  worst  in  100  years.    Drought  and  frost  have 
reduced  yields  and  damaged  quality.    The  harvest  is  yielding  an  unusual 
quantity  of  split  and  broken  beans.    The  estimated  export  of  U 50,000  bags 
includes  about  20,000  bags  of  carryover  stock  from  the  1956  harvest. 
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-1956  BRAZIL  NUT  PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATES  RAISED 

Revised  estimates  place  production  of  Brazil  nuts  during  1956  at 
^3,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis.    The  more  recent  estimate  constitutes 
an  increase  of  2,000  tons  over  the  figure  submitted  last  October  and  is 
25  percent  greater  than  the  tonnage  forecast  last  July.    It  is  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  estimate  of  39,000  short  tons,  unshelled  basis,  for  1955,  and 
a  5-year  average  of  29,100  short  tons  for  the  period  19^9  through  1953* 


Though  incomplete,  available  information  places  the  disposition  of 
the  1956  Brazil  nut  crop  as  follows:    5,600  short  tons  of  shelled  nuts 
(15,^00  short  tons,  in-shell  basis)  divided  equally  between  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom.    Of  the  additional  26,700  short  tons  of 
in-shell  Brazil  nuts  also  exported,  reliable  sources  indicate  that  11,000 
tons  were  shipped  to  the  United  States,  11,000  additional  tons  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  about  3,600  short  tons  to  West  Germany. 

F.O.B.  export  prices  for  Brazil  nuts  during  1956  were  unstable  and 
generally  declining.    Unshelled  nuts  opened  at  16  cents  (U.S.)  per  pound, 
rose  during  the  season  to  19  cents,  and  closed  at  lU  cents  per  pound. 
F.O.B.  quotations  for  shelled  nuts  declined  rather  steadily  from  an  opening 
price  of  53  cents  (U.S.)  per  pound  to  k-2  cents  at  the  close  of  the  season. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TO  PROMOTE 
NEW  BUTTER  MARKETS 

With  the  current  low  price  of  butter  on  the  British  market  and  the 
loss  of  several  important  foreign  markets  due  to  bilateral  trade  agree- 
ments by  Denmark  and  other  competitors,  New  Zealand  has  decided  to  deve- 
lop its  foreign  marketing  program  in  other  countries  as  well  as  to  attempt 
to  increase  the  British  demand  for  New  Zealand  butter.    To  accomplish  this 
program,  the  New  Zealand  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission  has  recently 
allocated  1  million  dollars  for  advertising  butter  in  foreign  markets,  of 
which  $670,000  are  to  be  used  in  the  British  market  alone. 


New  Zealand  is  faced  with  a  decreasing  market  in  West  Germany,  which, 
apart  from  the  United  Kingdom,  is  the  largest  butter  market  in  Western 
Europe.    No  New  Zealand  butter  was  exported  to  Russia  in  1956,  although 
it  was  the  largest  buyer  outside  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  195^-55 
season.    New  Zealand  trade  reports  have  noted  that  Denmark  recently  entered 
into  bilateral  trade  agreements  with  West  Germany  and  Russia  and  obtained, 
thereby,  several  important  advantages  in  the  sale  of  butter. 
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DANISH  DAIRY  INDUSTRY  TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS 


The  Danish  press  reports  that  the  Danish  dairy  industry  will 
participate  in  a  number  of  important  international  exhibitions 
during  1957 >  and  will  distribute  millions  of  dairy  product  samples 
to  visitors.    The  arrangements  for  exhibiting  these  products  are 
being  handled  by  the  Federation  of  Danish  Dairy  Associations  in 
conjunction  with  the  Danish  Information  Office  in  London  and  the 
Agricultural  Councils 


From  March  5  through  30 ,  the  dairy  industry  will  take  part 
in  the  large,  annual  exhibition,  "Ideal  Home",  in  London.  This 
show  usually  attracts  approximately  1.5  million  people,  of  whom 
the  greater  number  are  women.    A  similar  exhibit  is  also  planned 
for  the  Leipzig  Fair  early  in  March.    The  Milan  Fair,  which 
attracts  several  million  people  from  all  over  Europe  and  overseas 
countries,  will  be  held  from  April  12  through  27,  at  which  the 
Danish  dairy  industry  will  display  a  variety  of  products,  includ- 
ing Samsoe  cheese,  which  is  very  popular  in  Italy. 


The  Danish  Dairy  Industry  is  planning  a  large  exhibit  for  the 
Anuga  Food  Fair  in  Cologne  September  28  through  October  6,  and  in 
Brussels  October  5  through  20,  where  Danish  packaged  butter  usually 
attracts  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

It  has  also  been  reported  that  the  industry  is  considering 
participation  in  exhibitions  in  France  and  Toronto,  Canada. 


PASTURES  IN 
SPAIN  IMPROVE 


Recent  rain  and  snowfalls  in  Spain  brought  to  an  end  the 
drought  conditions  which  had  persisted  in  almost  all  regions  of 
the  Iberian  Peninsula  since  last  September.    Winter  pastures 
were  substantially  benefited  by  this  much  needed  moisture. 
Grazing  conditions  are  expected  to  improve,  thus  relieving 
somewhat  the  short  feed  grain  supply  in  that  area. 
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YUGOSLAVIA  BUILDS  MODERN  DAIRY  PLANT 
WITH  U.  S.  ASSISTANCE 


Yugoslavia  has  recently  completed  the  construction  of  a 
modern  concrete  dairy  plant  costing  approximately  $3^9*650,  of 
which  $203,973  were  U.  S.  Government  funds  derived  from  FY  195^ 
sales  under  section  550  of  the  Mutual  Security  Act. 

The  plant  has  7^0  square  yards  of  floor  space  and  a  daily 
capacity  of  22,000  pounds  of  milk.    It  was  "built  in  the  district 
of  Koper,  a  part  of  the  Slovenia  coastal  area.    Since  there  are 
about  17,000  dairy  cows  in  the  area,  it  is  believed  that  the  milk 
supply  will  be  adequate.    The  cows,  mostly  brown  Swiss,  must  meet 
health  requirements  administered  under  veterinary  control. 

About  one-half  of  the  plant's  capacity  will  be  used  for 
bottling  milk,  about  one-fourth  for  manufacturing  butter,  and  the 
remainder  for  manufacturing  cheese  and  yoghurt.    The  cheese  will 
be  mostly  Gruyere  and  Trappist  types.    Fresh  milk  will  be  sold  for 
home  consumption  in  Koper,  and  some  will  be  exported  to  Trieste. 


SWISS  GOVERNMENT  SLACKENS 
DRY  MILK  IMPORT  CONTROL 


Early  in  December  1956,  the  Swiss  Government  took  action  which 
would  allow  increased  imports  of  dried  whole  milk.    The  Federal 
Department  of  Public  Economy  issued  an  ordinance  which  would 
require  Swiss  importers  of  dry  milk  to  purchase  only  one  unit  of 
domestic  dry  milk  for  each  unit  of  dry  milk  they  import.  Formerly, 
the  ratio  of  domestic  purchases  to  imported  dry  milk  purchases 
was  2:1. 


The  basis  of  the  Government  action  is  reported  to  be  the 
inability  of  Swiss  dried  milk  manufacturers,  in  spite  of  a  high 
level  fresh  milk  output,  to  supply  regularly  the  requirements  of 
the  chocolate  factories  and  other  industries  utilizing  the 
product. 
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U.S.  WHEAT  EXPORTS  IN  1956-57  EXPECTED 
TO  REACH  HIGHEST  LEVEL  SINCE  1951-52 


United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  are  expected  to  total  about 
U50  million  bushels  this  year,  an  increase  of  about  30  percent  over  the 
level  of  1955-56  and  only  12  percent  below  the  all-time  record  503  million 
bushels  exported  in  19^-8-^9 •    The  high  level  of  shipments  now  practically 
assured  for  ihe  current  marketing  season  is  due  to  some  unusual  factors 
stimulating  demand  in  importing  countries  as  well  as  to  special  export 
programs  in  the  United  States. 

Severe  winter  weather  conditions  in  Northern  Europe  reduced  production 
of  wheat  and  poor  weather  at  harvest  time  lowered  the  quality  of  the  crop. 
This  has  resulted  in  a  greater  demand  for  imported  wheat  than  would  be 
expected  under  average  crop  conditions.     Our  wheat  exports  to  Europe  for 
the  first  half  of  the  current  marketing  season  are  more  than  double  the 
5^+  million  bushels  shipped  to  that  area  during  the  first  half  of  the  1955-56 
year.    France,  which  was  particularly  hard  hit  by  bad  weather,  is  a  large 
net  importer  of  wheat  this  year,  in  contrast  to  a  year  ago  when  nearly 
100  million  bushels  were  exported.    French  wheat  exports  this  year  have 
been  a  very  limited  competitive  factor  in  world  markets,  and  those  countries 
which  imported  French  wheat  last  year  are  buying  increased  quantities  of 
U.S.  wheat  in  1956-57.    France,  itself,  has  taken  substantial  quantities 
of  U.S.  wheat  thus  far  in  the  current  marketing  season.    The  general  unrest 
in  the  Middle  East  has  also  caused  some  European  countries  to  increase 
reserve  stocks  of  wheat  above  normal  levels. 


All  these  factors  have  increased  the  opportunities  to  move  U.S.  wheat. 
Canada  and  Australia  are  also  enjoying  increased  exports  to  date  this 
season  over  the  levels  of  a  year  earlier.    Argentina,  as  a  result  of  the 
recent  good  harvest,  is  expected  to  be  moving  increased  quantities  of 
wheat,  although  exports  so  far  this  year  are  below  the  level  of  1955-56. 


Within  the  United  States,  maximum  efforts  are  being  carried  on  to 
raise  the  level  of  wheat  exports.    U.S.  wheat  is  priced  competitively 
with  that  from  other  areas  of  the  world  and  a  wide  choice  of  good  quality 
wheat  is  available  to  meet  the  requirements  of  importers.    Sales  of  U.S. 
wheat  for  dollars  are  increasing  and  the  total  this  year  is  expected  to 
reverse  the  trend  of  the  past  several  years.    Large  quantities  of  wheat 
are  moving  to  many  underdeveloped  countries  under  the  provisions  of 
Public  Law  kQO  and  other  authorizations.    These  special  export  programs, 
in  some  countries,  are  instrumental  in  raising  the  food  consumption 
levels  and  preventing  starvation  while  in  others  the  need  for  possible 
dependence  on  the  U.S.S.R.  for  wheat  supplies  is  removed.    All  countries 
are  enabled,  by  these  programs,  to  step  up  their  plans  for  economic 
development. 
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United  States  Exports  of  Wheat  and  Flour  Curing  Stated  Periods 


:       July-December  1955 

July-December  1956 

Destination            :    meit  -Flour  y-  Total 

Wheat  ;Flour  l/[  Total 

(Thousands  of  bushels,  grain  equivalent) 


168 
2,21*5 
1,716 
1,228 
1*2 
2,  WO 
102 
291 

u 

181 

1,91*8 
10,355 


l,7Ul 
2,628 
2,239 
1,228 
1,158 
2,1*78 
2,878 
679 
1,392 

3,181* 
2,717 


22,322 


621* 
1,526 

1,570 
122 
1,518 
1,933 
5,093 
U,556 
706 
jj*3 
17,791 


68U 
5 

673 
2,01*7 
13 


Western  Hemisphere  : ! 

Canada  :  1,573 

Central  America  :  383 

Cuba  :  523 

British  West  Indies...:  - 

Columbia  :  1, 116 

Venezuela  :  1*8 

Peru  :  2,776 

Bolivia.  :  388 

Chile  :  1,338 

Brazil  :  3,003 

Paraguay  :  - 

Others  :  769 

Total  ;  11,967 

Europe  : 

Norway  :  360 

Denmark  : 

United  Kingdom  :  1*,31*8 

Netherlands  :  9,877 

Belgium- Luxembourg. . . . :  1,738 

France  :  - 

West  Germany  :  9,371 

Austria  :  30 

Switzerland  :  59 

Finland  :  139 

Portugal  :  977 

Italy  :  2,925 

Yugoslavia  :  lit, 738 

Greece  :  lj.,013 

Others  :  551 

Total  ;  1*9, 626~ 

Asia  : 

Turkey  :  1*00 

Israel  :  2,906 

Saudi  Arabia  :  lii3 

India  :  717 

Pakistan....  :  - 

Indochina  : 

Indonesia  : 

Philippines  : 

Korea  :  1,526 

Taiwan  :  2,697 

Japan  :  21*,  1*72 

Others  ;  65 

Total  :  32,931 

Others  : 

Tunisia  : 

Canary  Islands  :  1,82+9  :    -         :  1,81*9 

British  West  Africa...:  -         :    1,520  :  1,520 

French  West  Africa....:  -         :  6  :  6 

Other  Africa  :  959  :    1,1*61  :  2,1*20 

Miscellaneous.........:  -         :         17  :  17 

Total  :  2,808  :    3,001*  j    5, BIT 

World  total  :  V7,332  :  2Z*,019  :121,351  :21u,905  : 

1/  Wholly  of  United  States  wheat.    2/  Less  than  500  bushels, 


36 
590 
6 

 31 

U,0d6 


5 
855 
15 

910 
356 
2,051 

5 

572 
1,805 


i,oUU 
5 

5,521 
11,921* 
1,751 

9,372 
30 
59 
139 
1,013 
3,515 
U*,7l*l* 
U,013 
582 
53,712 


1*00 
2,911 
1,003 

732 

910 
356 
2,051 
1,526 
2,702 
25,01*1* 
1,370 
39,5o5 


1,01*1* 
2,1*61* 
13,1*03 
13,731 
12,507 
23,189 
22,903 
1,1*80 
U,198 
2,813 

3,71*5 
2,1*98 
1*,1*02 
7,81*2 
1,228 
122,1*52 


2,129 
5,51*2 
1*08 
15,01*5 
10,661* 


5,172 
3,1*61 

25,766 
1,376 

69,563 


2,219 
165 

1,1*57 
1,256 
2 


5,099 


119 
1,921 
1,373 
1,801 
39 
3,1*96 
151* 
661 
11 
1 

297 
1,785 


U56 
12 
736 
1,666 
9 

2/ 

66 
3 
6 

31* 
27u 
12 
15 

 25 


13 

1,282 
13 

y 

T,697 
2,921* 
3,033 
85 

838 
1,606 


11,1*91 


1,768 
6 

1,220 
160 


30,119 
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July-February  Exports  Estimated  at  335  to  3^0  Million  Bushels 


United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  8 
months  ( July -February)  of  the  1956-57  season  are  expected  to 
reach  335  to  3^-0  million  bushels  grain  equivalent  compared  with 
only  171  million  bushels  during  the  same  period  a  year  ago.  This 
estimate  is  based  on  actual  exports  during  July-December  and 
inspections  for  export  during  January  and  the  first  two  weeks  of 
February.    At  the  indicated  level  our  wheat  and  flour  exports  up 
to  the  end  of  February  would  be  almost  double  those  for  the  same 
period  a  year  ago. 

No  estimate  can  be  made  as  yet  with  respect  to  the~  desti- 
nations of  the  exports  during  February.    However ,  Census  figures 
for  July-December  and  export  inspections  for  January  indicate 
that  the  quantities  in  millions  of  bushels  taken  by  principal 
foreign  outlets  during  the  first  7  months  of  the  season,  compared 
with  the  same  period  a  year  ago  shown  in  parentheses,  were  as 
follows:    Japan  30.1  (28.5);  West  Germany  26.5  (9*5 J  France  25.2 
(none);  United  Kingdom  2U.2  (9*7);  India  21.8  (0.8);  Netherlands 
19.0  (12.1+);  Belgium  15.7  (2.7)  and  Pakistan  12.5  (negligible). 


As  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  it  may  be  said  that  the  ex- 
port demand  for  wheat  remains  active;  that  adequate  shipping  is 
now  available;  and  that  the  dock  strike  (Feb.  20)  seems  near 
settlement.    There  are  some  uncertainties,  such  as  the  impact 
of  international  developments  on  world  wheat  markets,  the 
availability  of  new-crop  wheat  for  early  export  movement  from 
Argentina,  and  European  crop  prospects.    With  the  present  out- 
look, however,  a  significant  reductions  in  the  United  States 
carry-over  next  June  30  seems: assured. 


RECORD  ITALIAN  WALNUT  CROP 
BOOSTS  WCRLD  PRODUCTION 


production  losses  suffered  by  Yugoslav  and  French  walnut 
growers  as  a  consequence  of  the  February  1956  freezes  were 
offset  in  world  supply  totals  by  Italy's  bumper  crop  of  55>000 
short  tons,  unshelled  basis.    United  States'  production  of 
walnuts  during  the  past  season,  estimated  as  71>900  short  tons, 
is  considered  normal.    A  large  carryover  from  the  1955  crop, 
coupled  with  the  1956  domestic  production  and  sharply  lower  prices 
in  the  shelled  domestic  market  has  minimized  the  role  of  United 
States  as  a  purchaser  of  foreign  walnuts  this  season. 
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The  Indian  walnut  crop  for  195^  is  now  estimated  at  8,200  short  tons, 
unshelled  "basis,  and  is  said  to  "be  an  average  crop.    Earlier  estimates  had 
placed  India's  production  at  11,000  short  tons.    Iran,  another  important 
producer  of  walnuts^  has  an  estimated  16,500  short  tons,  a  volume  similar 
to  that  of  the  previous  year.    India  and  Iran  have  yet  to  develop  reliable 
crop  reporting  procedures  for  walnuts.    The  195&  crop  of  walnuts  harvested 
in  Turkey  is  "believed  to  he  3  times  that  of  1955 •    It  is  doubtful,  how- 
ever, if  much  Turkish  production  will  find  its  way  into  foreign  trade  since 
internal  demand  in  Turkey  continues  strong  and  prices  remain  generally 
high. 

WALNUTS,  Unshelled:    Estimated  Commercial  Production  in  Specified 
Countries,  Average  19^9-53,  Annual  1953-56 


Comtry                         I  1953    \    195^    \    1955  j 

;  Short  tons 

France...  ,..,,..,..:     23,700;  26,700;     26,500;     31,000:  17,500 

Italy..........  ..:     21,000;  7,700;     12,700;     31,^00;  55,000 

Syria.................. ;l/  5,000;  2/    :      k,kO0:      3,300;  2/ 

Turkey  3/..............:      6,500;  3,300;      3,800:      2,200;  7,200 

Yugoslavia. ........... . :       U,100;  4,000;       3,200;       4,000;  8_00 

Foreign  total         :     60,300;  46,700:     50,600:     71,900;  85,500 

United  States  ;     7^,600;  59,200;     75,400;     77,U00;  71,900 

GRAND  TOTAL  ..:  13^,900;  105,900;  126,000;  1^9,300;  157,400 

l/  Four -year  average,  1949-52.    2/  Four-year  average,  1949-52,  used  in 


totals  since  production  estimates  not  available.     3/  Exportable  surplus. 


Stocks  of  walnuts,  unshelled  basis,  in  Italy  and  France  are  reported 
at  10,000  and  1,300  short  tons,  respectively.    The  French  stocks  are  ex- 
pected to  be  exhausted  at  the  close  of  the  season  while  Italian  traders 
anticipate  a  carryover  of  approximately  6,000  short  tons.    The  1956  French 
walnut  crop  is  characterized  as  below  normal  in  size,  quality,  and  color. 
West  Germany  is  reported  as  a  heavy  purchaser  of  both  French  and  Italian 
walnuts . 
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CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION  UP 

IN  JANUARY  BUT  YEARLY  RATE  UNCHANGED 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  of  35*000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in 
January  1957 *  represented  a  25  percent  increase  over  the  low  consumption 
of  28,000  bales  in  December,  and  also  was  6  percent  higher  than  the 
33,000  bales  consumed  in  January  1956. 

Consumption  of  cotton  during  the  first  6  months  (August -January) 
of  the  1956-57  season,  however,  was  practically  unchanged  from  last 
year's  rate,  amounting  to  198,000  bales  in  the  current  period  or 
only  1  percent  lower  than  the  200,000  bales  consumed  in  August -January 
1955-56.    Sharp  fluctuations  in  the  monthly  figures,  which  are  based 
on  bale  openings,  are  less  indicative  of  a  change  in  the  consumption 
rate  than  are  the  cumulative  figures. 


U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS  IN  DECEMBER 
HIGHEST  IN  FIVE  YEARS 

United  States  cotton  exports  continued  to  increase  in  December  1956 
amounting  to  975*000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (939*000  running  bales), 
the  highest  monthly  figure  since  December  1951 *  when  exports  amounted 
to  1,015,000  bales.    December  shipments  were  76  percent  higher  than  the 
555*000  bales  exported  in  November,  and  more  than  5  times  as  large  as 
exports  of  166,000  bales  in  December  1955* 

Exports  during  August -December  1956  amounted  to  3*118*000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross  (3*000,000  running  bales),  or  more  than  k  times  the 
volume  of  698,000  bales  exported  in  August-December  1955*    Exports  to 
Europe  were  nearly  8  times  those  in  the  comparable  period  last  year  with 
volume  particularly  heavy  to  Belgium,  France,  West  Germany,  Italy,  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  Kingdom.    Heavy  increases  also  were  shown  in 
exports  to  Canada,  India,  Korea,  and  Japan,  as  the  volume  of  exports  to 
traditional  markets  under  the  special  cotton  export  programs  for  1956-57 
gained' momentum. 

Cotton  exports  for  the  entire  1956-57  season  are  expected  to  reach 
6.5  million  running  bales.    Sales  through  February  5*  1957*  by  competi- 
tive bid  for  export  from  stocks  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
amounted  to  6,363*958  bales.    The  rate  of  sales  has  been  slower  since 
November,  probably  because  the  heavy  sales  made  earlier  tended  to  satisfy 
temporarily  the  backlog  of  export  demand.    Plans  for  the  sales  of  1955- 
crop  Upland  cotton,  which  was  acquired  by  CCC  on  December  31*  1956, 
have  not  yet  been  announced.    A  partial  catalog  of  these  stocks  is  ex- 
pected to  be  released  about  March  1,  1957 • 
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UNITED  STATES :    Exports  of  cotton  "by  country  of  destination, 
averages  1935-39  and  annual  195^  and  1955, 

August -December  1955  and  1956 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)   


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  destination 


:  Average  : 

:  1935-39:  19^5-^9: 


195^ 


1955 


Augus  t -De  c emb e  r 


1955 


1956 


1,000  bales 


Austria. ....... 

Belgium  

Denmark  

Finland  , 

France  

Germany,  West.. 

Italy.....  

Netherlands . . . . 

Norway  

Portugal  

Spain. ......... 

Sweden. ........ 

Switzerland. . . , 
United  Kingdom. 
Yugoslavia. . . . , 

Other  Europe. . , 


Total  Europe 3,885 


Canada ................... 

Cuba ..................... 

Israel. .................. 

Hong  Kong ................ 

India  

Indonesia. ............... 

Korea,  Rep.  of........... 

Japan................  .:  l,lT+2 

Philippines ,  Rep .  of .... . 

Taiwan  (Formosa) ......... 

Bolivia .................. 

Chile .................... 

Colombia. ................ 

French  N.  Africa......... 

Australia ................ 


Total  500 -lb  bales, 
Total  running  bales........:  5,300 


0  : 

1/ 

36  : 

15  : 

18  : 

6  : 

20 

169  : 

131  : 

66  . 

30  ! 

2  • 

33  : 

lk  : 

21  : 

3  ! 

0  : 

11 

35  : 

21  : 

13  : 

16  : 

15  ; 

26 

662  « 

575  : 

kl6  • 

178  : 

53  : 

203 

511  : 

3^0  j 

350  : 

7^  : 

28  ; 

kl2 

hh2  • 

^9  : 

2^9  : 

105  : 

2k  . 

282 

107  : 

131  : 

95  : 

17  : 

1  : 

115 

17  : 

7  : 

12  : 

2/  : 

0  : 

7 

36  : 

2/  : 

11  : 

5  ; 

0  : 

36 

108  : 

09  : 

197  : 

1^3  : 

67  ! 

125 

115  : 

12  : 

51  : 

10  ; 

2  ; 

37 

11  : 

26  : 

37  : 

1^  : 

8  • 

71 

1,3^6  : 

km  : 

k21  : 

153  ! 

37  s 

ko6 

17  : 

^7  : 

103  : 

110  : 

1  ; 

2 

3/   276  : 

V 

159  : 

9  : 

5  : 

1  ; 

7 

3,885  : 

2,5^5  : 

2,066  : 

881  j 

2l+5  - 

1,907 

301  : 

275  : 

307  : 

75  : 

36  i 

:  173 

11  : 

16  - 

19  : 

11  ! 

1  : 

15 

5/  : 

5  : 

:        20  : 

:        15  ! 

:          3  : 

:  r5 

si 

35  : 

:          6  : 

!        k^>  : 

2/  ' 

:  26 

52  : 

86  : 

:  61 

:  9 

:  2 

:  139 

5  * 

:  27 

15 

:  6 

:  16 

%\ 

■6/ 

kQ 

:  170 

135 

:  ^7 

:  113 

1)152 

585 

:  678 

:  873 

:  25^ 

:  557 

2 

k 

i  8 

:  12 

:•  6 

:  19 

5/ 

1 

:  120 

:  I2*j- 

:  50 

;  29 

~k 

2 

:  5 

:  13 

:  k 

2/ 

9 

20 

:  10 

:  Ik 

:  k 

:  '33 

20 

2k 

:  2 

:  27 

:  9 

:  20 

5/ 

k 

:  12 

:  6 

:  1 

:  6 

9 

7 

:  52 

:  28 

:  9 

:  28 

7/  15^ 

is/ 

^03 

:  22 

:  37 

:  21 

:  32 

5,589 

:  3,585 

:  2,320 

:  698 

:  3,118 

5,300 

:  3,917 

:  3,^7 

:  2,215 

:  665 

:  3,000 

1/  4-year  average.  2/  Less  than  500  bales.  3/  Includes  Poland  180,  and 
Czechoslovakia  65.  ^/  Includes  Poland  69,  Czechoslovakia  57,  and  Greece 
5/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.  6/  3-year  average.  7/  Includes 
117  and  French  Indochina  22.    8/  Include s— China  kOl, 


21. 

China 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census . 
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DENMARK'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  AUGUST -NOVEMBER 

Denmark's  cotton  imports  of  16.000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during 
the  first  k  months  (August -November)  of  the  1956-57  marketing  season 
represent  a  33  percent  increase  over  imports  of  12,000  hales  in  the  cor- 
responding period  a  year  ago.    Imports  from  the  United  States  totaled 
5,000  hales  in  the  current  period  as  compared  with  l+,000  a  year  ago. 
Other  principal  sources  so  far  this  year  have  been  Peru  and  Mexico,  both 
of  which  also  increased  over  last  year. 

This  upturn  of  imports  in  the  1956-57  season  indicates  a  return  to 
levels  of  earlier  years  following  the  unusually  low  volume  during  the 
1955-56  season,  when  imports  dropped  to  31>000  bales  as  compared  with 
1+0,000  in  each  of  the  2  preceding  years.    The  United  States,  Peru,  and 
Egypt,  were  the  principal  suppliers  of  Denmark's  cotton  in  earlier  years, 
but  in  1955-56  Mexico  supplied  about  9>000  bales  or  29  percent  of  total 
imports,  and  India  and  Brazil  2,000  bales  or  6  percent  each.    Imports  of 
United  States  cotton  dropped  to  only  8,000  bales  or  26  percent  of  the 
total  in  1955-56  as  compared  with  20,000  bales  or  50  percent  of  the  total 
in  195^-55 0 


DENMARK:     Imports  of  cotton  by  country  of  origin,  average  193^-38, 
annual  1953-55>  and  August -November  1955  and  1956 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of  origin 


Year  beginning  August  1 


'August -November 


193^3§ei/i  1953  •  195^  :  1955  :  1955    \  1956 


1,000  bales 


Brazil. . 
Egypt , . . 
Mexico . . 


Peru. . . 
Syria. . 

United  States  * 
Other  countries . ........ 


•  9  9  «  9  •  • 


•  •••••••• 


il 
35 
2/ 


3 

6 
0 

7 

0 
20 

3 
1 


1 
3 
3/ 
~8 

3 

23 
2 


2 

3/ 
9 
9 
1 
8 
0 


3/    :V  2 


_LO"tcil  Q9«»0»9*«««»«* 


39 


1+0 


1+0 


31 


1 

3/ 
1 

k 

3/ 
~h 

0 
2 


12 


0 
3/ 
5 

6 

3/ 
5 
0 
0 


16 


1/  Calendar  years.  2/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.  3/  Less 
than  500  bales,     k/  India  2. 


Source:    Danmarks  Vareindforsel  og-Udforsel,  Danish  Statistical  Depart- 
ment, Agricultural  Attaches,  and  other  United  States  representatives 
abroad. 
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Denmark's  cotton  consumption  during  the  1955-56  season 
amounted  to  36,000  bales,  down  lk  percent  from  the  ^-2, 000  "bales 
consumed  in  195^-55^  and  18  percent  below  consumption  of  UU,000 
bales  in  1953-5^.    The  decline  in  1955-56  was  attributed  to 
several  factors ,  among  which  were  increasing^imports  of  ready- 
made  items  and  the  imposition  of  an  internal  excise  tax  on 
textile  products  in  March  1955*    Consumption  in  1956-57  is  ex- 
pected to  improve ,  however,  with  the  higher  tariffs  imposed  on 
imported  textile  -oroducts  in  March  1956,  and  the  expiration  of 
the  domestic  excise  tax  early  in  1957 • 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1956,  amounted  to  only  5^000 
bales  or  half  of  the  quantity  of  10,000  bales  in  stock  a  year 
earlier  reflecting  the  reduced  imports  in  1955-56  below  the  level 
of  consumption.    Heaview  imports  in  1956-57  are  expected  to  rebuild 
stocks  to  more  normal  levels. 


INDIA  AUTHORIZES  ADDITIONAL 
COTTON  EXPORTS  IN  1956-57 

The  Government  of  India  has  authorized  the  export  of  an 
additional  200,000  Indian  bales  (163,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 
of  cotton,  for  shipment  until  June  30,  1957 •    The  new  authoriza- 
tion includes:    150,000  Indian  bales  (122,500  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross)  of  cotton  of  all  varieties  stapling  3 A  inch  and  below 
except  Bengal  Desi  and  Coconadasj  and  50,000  Indian  bales  (^0,800 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  Bengal  Desi. 

This  is  the  second  cotton  export  quota  for  this  season.  The 
first  quota,  announced  December  1,  1956,  also  was  for  200,000 
Indian  bales,  comprising  50,000  Indian  bales  of  Bengal  Desi,  and 
150,000  Indian  bales  of  other  exportable  varieties  stapling  3/U 
inch  and  below  -  Mathias,  Kalagins,  Dholleras,  C.  P.  I,    C.  P.  II, 
Central  India  Desi,  and  Oomra  Desi. 


FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA'S  PEANUT  CROP 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  THE  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

The  1956-57  peanut  harvest  in  French  West  Africa  is  turning 
out  much  better  than  expected.    The  total  crop  for  export  and  for 
oil  production  is  forecast  at  around  1,025,000  short  tons  of  un- 
shelled  nuts,  reflecting  an  all-time  high  and  an  increase  of 
one -fifth  from  the  large  crop  of  1955-56. 
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FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA:    Peanut  l/  purchases,  195^-55  and  1955 -56 
with  forecast  for  1956-57 


(Short  tons) 


Territory  : 

195^ -55  : 

1955-56  : 

1956-57  2/ 

Senegal  : 

1*30,700  . 
88,200 
77,200 
3^  Mo 

59^  A00  : 
82,700 
:  1148,800 
:  27,600 

716,500 
.  110,200 

165,300 
:  33,000 

630,500 

:  853,200 

: 1,025, 000 

1/  In  the  shell .    2/  Forecast 


Officials  report  that  the  late  and  heavy  rains  in  October  "were  a 
definite  factor  in  "bringing  a"bout  the  large  crop. 

Purchases  in  all  areas  are  running  "well  ahead  of  the  comparable 
period  in  1956.    In  Senegal,  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  week  of  the  sea- 
son, purchases  were  537,520  short  tons  compared  with  1403,020  tons  in 
the  same  period  of  1956 .     The  prediction  for  the  final  crop  in  Senegal 
is  "between  715,000  and  770,000  tons  of  unshelled  nuts. 

Agricultural  authorities  estimate  that  producers  consume  20  percent 
of  their  crop  and  hold  "back  10  percent  for  seed.     These  estimates  are 
"belived  to  "be  on  the  conservative  side.    However,  allowing  30  percent 
of  the  crop  for  non-comercial  uses  would  indicate  a  total  output  of 
around  1,14  65,000  tons. 

Merchants  in  Dakar  and  other  areas  report  that  the  good  peanut  har- 
vest is  not  reflected  in  increased  retail  sales.    Peanut  producers  are 
growing  more  of  their  food,  are  not  deeply  in  de"bt,  are  buying  non- 
expendable goods  such  as  "bicycles,  radios  and  stoves,  and  some  money  is 
"being  saved.     This  reflects  a  marked  change  from  past  years. 

Exports  of  peanut  produce  during  the  first  10  months  of  1956  includ- 
ed 28l,l406  tons  of  shelled  nuts,  3,8l4l»  tons  of  unshelled  nuts,  521  tons 
of  peanuts  for  roasting,  86,006  tons  of  unrefined  peanut  oil,  and  10, 5145 
tons  of  refined  peanut  oil.     The  "bulk  of  all  the  exports  went  to  France 
and  French  Union  countries. 
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SPANISH  GOVERNMENT  ORDERS  COMPULSORY 
CULTIVATION  OF  SOYBEANS  AND  PEANUTS 

The  Spanish  Ministry  of  Agriculture  issued  a  new  Order  January 
8,  1957,  calling  for  compulsory  cultivation  of  soybeans  and  peanuts 
in  irrigated  areas  suitable  for  growing  these  crops.    This  is  the 
first  attempt  in  Spain  to  create  a  new  permanent  source  of  edible 
oil  other  than  olive  oil. 


According  to  the  Order,  the  National  Wheat  Service  is  to 
furnish  farmers  with  seed  and  fertilizer  on  a  loan  basis,  provided 
the  farmers  in  turn  sell  their  crops  to  this  governmental  agency. 
The  Order  further  states  that  farmers  will  receive  8  and  10 
pesetas  per  kilogram  (9*1  and  11. U  cents  per  pound  converted  at 
the  free  rate  of  1  peseta  equivalent  to  2.52  U.  S.  cents)  for 
soybeans  and  peanuts,  respectively.    The  price  of  soybeans  is  to 
be  increased  further  by  one  peseta  per  kilogram  (l.l  cents  per 
pound)  and  peanuts  2  pesetas  per  kilogram  (2.3  cents  per  pound), 
if  the  seed  harvested  is  largely  of  such  quality  as  to  be  suitable 
for  planting  purposes. 


Much  of  the  new  soybean  acreage  is  expected  to  be  located  in 
the  irrigated  areas  of  Andalucia  and  Aragon,  while  the  peanut 
acreage  is  expected  to  be  in  the  Levante  area  (Valencia  and 
Alicante).    Whereas,  peanut  production  in  Spain  in  recent  years 
has  ranged  from  10,000  to  15,000  tons  annually,  this  appears 
to  be  the  first  venture  in  soybean  production. 


Negotiations  currently  are  under  way  for  the  purchase  and 
installation  of  equipment  in  Spain  to  process  oilseeds  as  well 
as  refine  crude  oil  imports. 


This  new  Order  is  another  indication  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Spanish  Government  to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  edible  oils. 
Recently  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  published  a  Decree  designed 
to  increase  the  planting  of  olive  trees  in  which  the  Ministry 
will  facilitate  financial  aid  to  farmers.    The  Decree  specifies 
that  in  all  places  where  government -supported  conservation  pro- 
grams are  being  carried  out  and  the  land  is  suitable,  olive  trees 
shall  be  planted.    This  Decree  is  part  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Spanish  Government  to  alleviate  the  present  shortage  of  edible 
oils  in  Spain.    However,  as  olive  trees  require  about  15  years 
to  mature,  the  effect  of  this  action  in  increasing  oil  production 
will  not  be  felt  for  many  years  to  come. 
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MEXICO'S  FAT  AND  OIL  IMPOST  EE QUIRE MEN TS 
EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  IN  1957 

Mexico's  fat  and  oil  import  requirements  in  1957  a^e  expected  to  "be 
about  55,000  short  tons  or  some  3,000  tons  more  than  in  1956.     This  ex- 
pectation is  "based  on  a  predicted  decline  in  production  of  cottonseed 
oil,  Mexico's  principal  source  of  edible  oil,  and  increased  consumption 
needs.    Preliminary  forecasts  of  a  reduction  in  cotton  acreage  in  two 
of  the  major  cotton  producing    areas  is  expected  to  result  in  a  1957  pro< 
duction  of  cottonseed  oil  of  only  9«,000  tons  compared  -with  103,000 
tons  in  1956  and  11*1,000  tons  in  1955- 

The  anticipated  decline  in  cottonseed  oil  production  is  expected  to 
"be  offset  by  increases  in  production  of  other  oils  and  fats  which  are 
used  interchangeably  for  production  of  edible  oils  and  for  soap.  How- 
ever, an  anticipated  5  percent  increase  in  consumption  will  necessitate 
a  total  increase  in  imports  of  some  3,000  tons. 


MEXICO:    Sdible  fats  and  oils,  supply  and  distribution,  195^-1957 
 (Short  tons)  


:  1951* 

:  1955 

:  1956 

:    1957  1/ 

Supply 

• 

•:      31,967  : 
.:     268,573  : 
■:      53.836  : 

33,730  = 
298,960 
33, ^  : 

38,ll»0  ■ 
296,2^  = 
 51,795  : 

i)6,96o 
297,860 
5?, 115 

•  :  35^,376 

366,185 

:  386,179 

399,935 

Distribution 

.:         2/  : 

•:     320,61)6  : 
3^,7^0  : 

3  : 
328,0142  : 
^83lh0  : 

9  : 
339,212  s 
l46;9o8  : 

2/ 
35^,7^0 

^5 ,195 

Total  distribution... 

•  :'  35^,376 

366,185  : 

386,179  : 

399,935 

l/    Preliminary  forecast; 

subject  to  revision.  2/ 

Negligible . 

The  Mexican  Ministry  of  Economy  has  issued  permits  for  13,780  tons 
of  fats  and  oils  to  be  imported  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957 .  These 
permits  may  be  used  for  tallow,  cottonseed  oil,  soybean  oil  or  palm  oil. 
It  is  reported  that  one -half  of  the  total  tonnage  to  be  imported  in  1957 
must  be  inedible  tallow  for  the  soap  industry.  Preliminary  estimates  of 
imports  by  type  of  fat  or  oil  are  about  as  follows  (in  short  tons): 

Inedible  tallow        27,600  Lard  h  hOO 

Edible  tallow  11,000  Cottonseed  oil  k'}k00 

Soybean  oil  6,600  Other  fats  &  oils  1^000 

Forecasts  for  1957  production  of  all  fats  and  oils  will  be  forth- 
coming possibly  within  the  next  2  months  at  which  time  the  preliminary 
forecasts  shown  herein  may  be  revised. 
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PHILIPPINE  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA  UP  IN 
JANUARY;  COCONUT  OIL  DOW 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  in  January  increased  over  50  percent  from 
the  previous  month,  while  coconut  oil  exports  decreased  nearly  one-third. 
Prices  "by  mid-February  had  fallen  substantially  ( 6  percent)  from  mid- 
January  levels. 

Combined  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil,  in  terms  of  oil,  totaled 
63,819  long  tons,  a  gain  of  nearly  one-third  from  a  month  earlier  and  an 
increase  of  2  percent  from  January  1956. 

Copra  exports  during  January  totaled  86,578  long  tons.    By  destina- 
tion and  quantity  they  were  as  follows:    United  States  -  33>6te  tons 
(Pacific  Coast  only);  Canada  -  2,950;  Denmark  -  2,900;  Germany  -  6,000; 
Italy  -  8,687;  Netherlands  -  22,501;  Sweden  -  300;  Norway  -  3  ,,600;  and 
Colombia  v&^OOO  tons. 

Coconut  oil  exports  in  January,  totaling  9>275  long  tons,  were  as 
follows:    United  States  -  6,08J+  (Atlantic  Coast  only);  Netherlands  -  2}Y]h; 
Germany  -  1/017". 

The  copra  export  price  declined  to  about  $1^6.00  per  short  ton  c.i.f . 
Pacific  Coast  in  mid-February  from  a  mid- January  level  of  $155.00  (mid- 
December  $155.00;  mid-November  $150.00).    Local  buying  prices  were  reported 
at  23.50  to  26.50  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($119.39  to  $13^.63  per  long 
ton)  resecada  in  Manila  and  producing  areas. 
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